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Principal Podium
This year is just 

flying by! 

There have 

been many 

great 

programs that 

have taken 

place this 

marking 

period. 

I am pleased 

to report that our K and first 

grade students have done an 

amazing job raising our trout 

this year, along with Mr. 

Monaco. We currently have 

close to 50 trout that are 

thriving in our tank! Our 

students have enjoyed having 

the trout in the classroom and 

are looking forward to their 

release.



…PRINCIPAL PODIUM CONTINUED 

Our K students had the opportunity to meet A.J. 

Bennet, author of the book The Adventures of Big Sil in New York 

City and Philadelphia. My personal favorite is The Adventures of 

Big Sil in Philadelphia, PA. In the Big Sil series, Little Ange and Big 

Sil are stuck inside on a rainy day. They use their imagination to 

find new locations to play and explore. Our students had a great 

time listening to and speaking with Ms. Bennet about Big Sil and 

his adventures.

We continue to celebrate our students who are 

showing positive behaviors. Staff members write positive office 

referrals for students and they are shared with the school 

community during morning announcements. Students are also 

highlighted during our monthly assembly. Students have the 

opportunity to highlight what they are learning in their 

classroom with the entire student body. These assemblies are a 

perfect way to highlight our students and encourage positive 

behavior.

We had the pleasure of hosting an Artist-in-

Residence, Ms. Sherry Shine, a professional fiber artist. Ms. Shine 

brought many of her art pieces with her and hosted an exhibit. 

She specializes in using quilts and stitching to create beautiful 

works of art. She came to discuss her artwork, her techniques, 

and her outlook on art and design. She also shared with students 

her passion for art and spoke about how she made the decision 

to become an artist. She encouraged students to follow their 

dreams and to always utilize and share their creativity. Students 

were very impressed to see the works of art, were excited to 

ask questions, and were also impressed to meet a professional 

artist! Some students remembered her from last year and we 

are all looking forward to her next visit.

Officer Phil came to visit Connors Elementary School 

and spent some time with our K-2 students. This program was 

designed to promote child safety and community awareness. 

Officer Phil encourages positive behavior, honesty, friendship 

and being a buddy and not a bully. Office Phil partnered with our 

very own School Resource Officers (Officers Fesken and 

Madera) to give tips on how to stay safe and to be good 

citizens.

As always, I look forward to the continued work that 

we do together for the success of every child.

- Dr. Pollins



Dr. Pollins book nook
One of my favorite books is 

the The Crayon Box that 

Talked. This is a wonderful 

story and great for 

elementary school grades. This 

book’s great for teaching 

about diversity and how each 

child is unique like the colors in 

the crayon box. Students can 

realize that they can be 

amazing when they are all 

working together and

accepting of everyone's differences. The story 

starts out in a toy store where a little girl hears 

the crayons bickering and decides to buy that box 

of crayons and take it home. When she got home, 

the little girl lays out all of the crayons so that 

they can see each other. The crayons were very 

curious and watched the little girl color with all 

the colors from the box. The green crayon makes 

grass, blue becomes the sky, yellow the sun and 

white becomes clouds. The crayons all watch as 

the little girl colors and realizes that their colors 

change when they touch. When the little girl 

finishes coloring she walks away, and then hears 

the crayons start talking. The crayons realize that 

they like each other and realize that each crayon 

is unique on it's own, but when working together 

they create a unique picture together.



OFFICEOperations
Check out our Students of the Month!

K:  Saniyah G.
1st: Liba N.
2nd: Tiana S.
3rd: Kenya M.
4th: Jaiden S.
5th: Leila V.
6th: Anthony F.

The District Student 
for February is 

Jaiden Soriano

February
K:  grace s.
1st: chance r.
2nd: Marco b.
3rd: Samantha A.
4th: Cherish F.
5th: Laila S.
6th: Kailey S.

march

The District Student 
for march is 

Laila shapiro

K:  nahla L.
1st: Paige s.
2nd: davien z.
3rd: legaci H.
4th:  Isaiah b.
5th:  Sofia r.
6th:  Amani l.

April

The District Student 
for April is 
Paige satz

‘Ride For Connors’ Fundraiser:
On Saturday March 24th, parents, teachers and friends 
participated in Connors Elementary Schools 1st Spin Fundraiser!  The 
event was held at CycleBar Hoboken which is located at 721 Monroe 
Street. Riders took a 45 
minute, high-intensity spin 
class and raised over $1000 
for our school! A big thank 
you to our awesome PTO 
moms who helped
coordinate the event and a 
special shout out to Jamie, 
from Ms. Gerson’s 6th

grade class, for helping 
babysit during the event. 
The event was a huge 
success and we look 
forward to hosting it again
next year!

https://maps.google.com/?q=721+Monroe+Street&entry=gmail&source=g


nurse news
April is Stress Awareness Month!

Most of us have felt “stressed out” from time to time. 
But when it persists, it becomes chronic and can
negatively impact our lives in many ways. Stress is 
defined as mental, emotional, or physical tension or 
strain.  To identify true sources of stress, look closely at 
your habits, attitude, and excuses. Pinpointing stressors 
may be difficult because some of them may be very 
subtle. Sometimes we fail to notice our own stress 
inducing thoughts, feelings, and behaviors.

Tips to manage stress:

Mark 
Your 

Calendars!
Connors 1st annual 

health, wellness 
and safety fair –
Tues. May 15, 2018 
from 3:30-5:30pm 

in the gym. 

1. Pinpoint stressors. Keep a stress journal to 
find your stressors. Look for patterns and 
themes. Write down cause of stress, how 
you felt (physically & emotionally), your 
reaction and what made you feel better.

2. Know your limits. Learn to say no. Don’t 
take on more than you can handle.

3. Alter stressful situations. Deal with issues 
head on and do your best to anticipate and 
prevent them. Good time management can 
prevent stress.

4. Try changing the reaction. Learn to adapt 
to stressful situations if you cannot change 
them. View stressful situations from a more 
positive standpoint. 

5. Nurture yourself for improved health. Set 
aside time to relax. Do something enjoyable 
every day.

6. Increase your resistance to stress. Regular 
physical activity and healthy eating can help 
combat stress. Make time for at least 30 
min. of exercise daily.

Taken from: http://food.unl.edu/healthy-bites-april-managing-stress



CLASSCORNERS

Miss Fleischer's class said goodbye to 

winter and hello to spring! Each student in 

her class made a sight word flower. Each 

flower had about 5-9 different sight 

words. Students then had to write 

different sentences using their sight 

words. Once they wrote all of their 

sentences and conferenced with their 

teacher, students chose their favorite 

sentence and wrote it on a caterpillar. Miss 

Fleischer's students really enjoyed this 

project and are very proud of themselves 

for the progress they are making!

Look Who's Blooming In Our 
Kinder'garden'!



…CLASS CORNERS CONTINUED 

Hands-on learning is a favorite learning style in Miss 

Fleischer's Kindergarten class! Recently in math, Miss 

Fleischer's friends learned about comparing numbers. 

In the beginning, they learned that the “alligator” 

always wants to eat the bigger number. Half-way 

through the unit on comparing numbers, students 

became the “alligators.” Students pretended that their 

arms were the alligators mouth and they “ate” the 

bigger number. Each child had an opportunity to go up 

to the SMART board and compare numbers. Students 

had to explain to their friends whether the number was 

greater than or less than and how they knew. Then, 

students put all of their hard work to paper and chose 

their own numbers and had to write a sentence 

comparing numbers. This was a highlight in math class!



…CLASS CORNERS CONTINUED 

Knock, Knock... Who’s there?
Mystery Readers!

All students in "Terrific 201" 
have been looking forward 

to our weekly Mystery 
Reader visitations! What a 

fun experience it has been to 
welcome family members 

into our class. Parents, 
Grandparents, Aunt's, Uncle's 

or an older sibling are 
welcome to join us for a 
scheduled Read-Aloud 

activity chosen by the visitor 
(and of course, usually the 

book of choice is their child's 
favorite book from home). 
Mrs. Sheridan's first grade 

students love having the 
opportunity to discuss and 

ask questions about the text 
being read with a new 

reader in the class. Prior to 
the visitor walking in, 

students love taking guesses 
and listening to clues as to 

who our next Mystery 
Reader is, knocking on our 

door!



…CLASS CORNERS CONTINUED 

Ms. Ayers’ 2nd grade class 
learned to estimate and 
measure the length, width 
and height of items using a 
meterstick.  First, they 
learned what kinds of items 
are usually measured in 
meters. They practiced 
identifying the vocabulary 
words length, width and 
height in order to 
understand the different 
ways to measure items.  As 
a hands-on activity, the 
children estimated and 
measured everyday items 
around the classroom in 
small groups, like the 
SMART board, desks, doors, 
each other and even their 
teacher!  They then took 
their knowledge about 
measurements outside to 
measure playground items 
like the slides, monkey bars, 
and tables.  To wrap up the 
lesson, the class had a 
meter jumping contest!  The 
children estimated and 
measured how far each 
classmate jumped and then 
identified the top 3 
jumpers!



…CLASS CORNERS CONTINUED 

Students in Ms. Romanowski’s 
second grade class spent 
several weeks learning all 
about graphs. Students not 
only learned the features of 
each type of graph but
also took it to the next level 
by learning how to analyze 
the data represented. As the 
culminating activity to the 
unit, each student
created bar graphs for their 
Edmentum math and reading 
test scores. After carefully 
planning, measuring and

Sample graphs and vocabulary used.

constructing their individual graphs, students then 
analyzed their personal data and wrote a 
summary explaining their progress.
Students were especially proud to see their 
growth in math and reading from September until 
March!



…CLASS CORNERS CONTINUED 

4th grade students, 
Jada-Leah, Aniah, and 
Raul, were reviewing 
fraction concepts
during Math RTI with 
Ms. Sogluizzo. They had 
to multiply or divide to 
find an equivalent 
fraction then locate the 
matching half to 
complete the Easter 
egg. These students will 
be “hopping” into PARCC
with fractions on their 
mind!

The students in Mrs. Ortiz’s 5th grade class wanted to send an impactful
message to their peers and community by wearing shirts that inspired 
others for their Black History Month assembly. Mrs. Ortiz had each 
student bring in a shirt and she pressed the quote onto each child’s 
shirt. Students now have a shirt to remind them to be brave and to 
stand up for what they believe in.

“DREAM like Martin, LEAD like Harriet, FIGHT like Malcolm, WRITE like Maya, 
BUILD like Madam C.J., SPEAK like Frederick, EDUCATE like W.E.B., BELIEVE like Thurgood, 

CHALLENGE like Rosa"



This marking period, the 

sixth grade has been 

working with the Partners 

in Prevention program to 

learn about drug and 

alcohol awareness. The 

mission of this program is 

to combat and defeat 

alcoholism and drug abuse 

in the community through 

involvement, consultation, 

education, advocacy, and 

cooperative relationships

with numerous 

organizations in Hudson 

County. The students have 

been extremely engaged 

and are increasing their 

self- esteem through 

team building activities!

…CLASS CORNERS  CONTINUED 

The sixth grade 

also participated in 

the Black History 

Month assembly in 

February. They 

danced to the tune 

of “Black or White” 

by Michael 

Jackson. The 

students enjoyed 

working together 

to put together 

this performance.



Special selections
In Visual Arts, the K-5 students explored the 
French artist Claude Monet and the impressionist
movement. They viewed paintings by Monet and 
discussed the characteristics of his painting style. 
The students were able to recognize that Claude 
Monet often painted in series, making many 
pictures of the same subject at different times 
throughout the day/in different seasons.  They 
were able to see how the lighting affected his 
paintings. They focused on the different types of 
brush strokes and the layering of colors. They  
were inspired by his 
beautiful paintings of 
“Waterlilies,” “Irises,” 
and “Twilight, Venice”.



THE WEEK of The young child
During the week of April 16-20, students in grades K-2 
celebrated The Week of the Young Child! The Week of 
the Young Child is an annual celebration of our youngest 
learners. To celebrate our hard-working students, we 
hosted a variety of activities throughout the week, such 
as a Dance Party, Art Day and field trips to the park, 
Police Station and Fire Department. Check out the fun!

Kindergarteners learning 
from our community 
helpers at the Police 
Station and Firehouse 

Museum, as well as having 
fun at Madison Park! 



First and Second 

Graders getting a 

hands-on experience at

the Fire House Museum, 

visiting the Police 

Station and boogying at 

the Dance Party!

…FIELD TRIPS CONTINUED 



snapshot station
Harlem Wizards 

Basketball Game 
Players from Connors:

Ms. Pinkas, Mr. Sorafine,
Mr. Metcalfe and Mr.

Azzarto!



…SHAPSHOT STATION CONTINUED 

K-6 students were fortunate to spend the day with Artist In-
Residence, Sherry Shine!  Sherry Shine is a nationally known fiber 
artist, specializing in hand-cut, stitched, fused and hand-painted 

quilts. She seeks out exquisite and visually unique fabrics, spending 
weeks adding details to her extravagant art pieces. The students 
were very attentive and engaged while listening to Shine describe 
the materials that she uses, how she comes up with her ideas and 
the history behind some of her fabrics.  The students realized that 
some of the materials that our guest uses to create her pieces are 

also ones that they use either at home or school! We are looking 
forward to her return next year, in which the students will be able 

to participate in a school-wide art project!  


